RELIGIOUS COURTSHIP.                     143
(Here she gives her an abridgment of the whole story, but without the most extravagant part of her father's passion^ that it might not reflect upon him.')
Well, madam, says she, I will not say all my thoughts on this surprising story, because your sister is here ; for 'tis a rule with me, never to praise any one to their face, or reproach any behind their backs: but it is an extraordinary story indeed ; and turning to the youngest sister, she said to her very seriously, I pray God fortify you, child, in such resolutions, and grant that you may have the true end of them fully answered; that, if ever you do marry, it may be to a man as uncommonly serious, pious, and sincere, as you have been inimitably resolute in refusing such great offers, for the want of it. Then, turning to her eldest sister, says she, This surprising story puts me in mind of another story, which a very good man, an old acquaintance of ours, told me the other day, and which, they say, has just now happened to a young gentleman that he knows in the country; it is a pretty way off too, but he told us his name; I believe my husband knows the name, and I tell you the story for your sister's encouragement: who knows, but she may be a means, by such unexampled conduct, as this of hers is, to bring the gentleman she has had upon her hands to some sense of his condition!
There is a gentleman in that country, of a very good family, and of a very great estate, but young, and, I think he said, a bachelor; he is not above six-and-twenty, and has between two and three thousand a year; it seems, he is a most accomplished, well-bred man, a handsome, charming person ; and everything that could be said of a man, to set him out, he said of him: he had, indeed, been of a family, he said, that had been emi-